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CHAPTEE   II.
THE  GIANT  OF  TOURAINE.
GARGANTUA was the great giant whose exploits were re-
membered by the old women, and told to the children.
Especially was his memory dear to the Tourangeaux,
the Angevins, and the Poitevins.1 Eabelais heard about
him as he clung to his mother's apron at the low door-
way of the house in the Eue de la Lamproie, or wandered
with her among the vines of La Deviniere. The school-
boys of Seuilly knew all about him; the giant was heard
of at La Eaumette; and if the monks at Eontenay-le-
Comte listened to the talk of the town children, they
would learn how Gargantua once loved to sit upon the
clock-tower of their church with one foot on the spire
of Kiort and the other on that of Lucon. Now, as each
of these spires was a good twenty miles from Eontenay,
it will be seen that Gargantua was no common giant.
It was he, indeed, who set up the great dolmen at
Poitiers, and the pierre couverte of Saumur. "When he
scraped the mud off Ms shoes he made great mounds
and hills, which are still standing to witness if the story
1 See Recherches sur Gargantua en Poitou avant Eabelais.   Par
M. L. Desaivre.    Niort: 1869.